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SUBJECT: INDONESIAN AMBASSADOR TO SINGAPORE COMMENTS ON VICE 
PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO INDONESIA 

1 . INDONESIAN AMBASSADOR TO SINGAPORE HAERUDDIN TASNING 
INFORMED ME DURING MY FAREWELL CALL ON HIM THAT THE INDO- 
NESIAN GOVERNMENT WAS VERY WELL PLEASED WITH THE OUTCOME 
OF THE VICE PRESIDENT’S VISIT TO INDONESIA. NOT ONLY HAD 

THE VICE PRESIDENT STRONGLY REITERATED U.S. SUPPORT FOR 
INDONESIA'S NEEDS IN THE FIELDS OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND 
ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE, HE HAD ALSO STRESSED U.S. SUPPORT FOR 
ASEAN. ALL OF THIS HAD BEEN REGARDED AS EXTREMELY HELPFUL 
BY THE INDONESIAN GOVERNMENT. 

2. TASNING MENTIONED THAT THE SUBJECT OF HUMAN RIGHTS HAD 
ARISEN DURING THE VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT, AND REFERRED TO A 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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SESSION IN WHICH A NUMBER OF INDONESIAN OPPOSITION 
LEADERS HAD DISCUSSED THIS SUBJECT WITH THE VICE 
PRESIDENT. ACCORDING TO TASNING, EVEN BUYUND NASUTION 
HAD EXPRESSED CRITICISM OF THE U.S. APPROACH TO HUMAN 
RITHTS ON THE GROUNDS THAT THIS MIGHT CONSTITUTE INTER- 
FERENCE IN INDONESIA'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS. HOWEVER, 

TASNING STRESSED, THIS HAD BEEN IN A PRIVATE SESSION 
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AND IN NO WAY INTERFERED WITH THE OVERALL FAVORABLE 
IMPRESSION CREATED BY THE VICE PRESIDENT IN INDONESIA. 

3. AT THE CONCLUSION OF OUR CONVERSATION, TASNING 
INFORMED ME THAT HIS GOVERNMENT HAD PLANNED TO APPOINT 
HIM GOVERNOR OF SOUTH SULAWESI. HOWEVER, PRESIDENT 
SUHARTO HAD INTERVENED AND ASKED HIM TO STAY ON AS AMBAS- 
SADOR TO SINGAPORE FOR ANOTHER YEAR. AT THE END OF THIS 
PERIOD HE STILL HOPED TO RECEIVE HIS APPOINTMENT AS 
GOVERNOR OF SOUTH SULAWESI, WHICH IS HIS HOME PROVINCE. 

HE INDICATED THAT HE HAD BEEN ASKED TO STAY ON DUE TO 
SINGAPORE'S IMPORTANCE AS A STOPPING POINT FOR SENIOR 
INDONESIANS TRAVELLING TO OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD, AND 
BECAUSE OF SINGAPORE'S ROLE AS AN ECONOMIC CENTER OF 
IMPORTANCE TO INDONESIA. IN THIS CONNECTION, HE MENTIONED 
THE BAT AM ISLAND DEVELOPEMNT PROJECT, INDICATING THAT AN 
INDONESIAN-KUWAITI FEASIBILITY STUDY IS UNDERWAY FOR AN 
OIL REFINERY ON BATAM. HE BELIEVED, THOUGH, THAT PROGRESS 
ON BATAM WOULD PROBABLY BE SLOW DUE TO THE ABSENCE OF 
INFRASTRUCTURE ON THE ISLAND - ONLY A PORT AND A 
FEW ROADS ARE AS YET COMPLETED. 
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